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SAVE SARAKKI LAKE FROM DYING--HEAR OUR CRY

A] ABOUT US

Sarakki Lake Area Improvement Trust [SLAIT for short] is a non-profit, charitable trust
registered on 14-03-2012.The members of this Trust are distinguished persons residing in
the area of Sarakki Lake in J.P.Nagar Bangalore[South].

Its main objectives are:

[a] To create public awareness on the importance of maintaining this large lake in pristine
condition;

[b] To proactively assist all stakeholders with the task of its rejuvenation, and

[c] Act as the local monitoring agency on the implementation task. [See profile of the
trustees]

B] ABOUT THE LAKE

Sarakki Lake is one of the major stand-alone lakes to store rain water for use round the year
by the surrounding Sarakki, Jaraganahalli, Puttenahalli, Chunchagatta and Kothanur
villages. It forms part of Bangalore [South], Jaraganahalli and Chunchagatta corporation
wards. No authenticated survey map of the lake area was available with any of the
Government Agencies. This was learnt through the reply to questions through RTI. Then,
SLAIT approached Commissioner - Survey & Settlement, D.C Bangalore [Urban] and
Tahasildar Bangalore [South] to conduct fresh survey in Jan 2013. After constant follow-up,
the survey was completed on 16-04-2013. This produced authenticated map showing
original boundaries, encroachments etc. As per this map the total lake area is 82 Acres and
24 Guntas. This is signed by all state revenue surveyors and approved by the Director and
even the Commissioner. [See survey map copy]

C] WHY THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS?

1] In the year 2003, GOK through LDA took up the restoration work. It did not divert the
inflow of sewage water to the lake. As a result of faulty planning and execution, the entire
effort failed resulting in a wasteful expenditure of Rs 3.91 crores as observed by the Audit
report in 2009. [See report]

2] The lake is turned into a cesspool of sewage water in which two boys had drowned in
2012. The lake is causing high levels of Air, Ground and Water pollution, inflicting great
suffering to the citizenry in the neighborhood. The storm water and sewage water are
completely mixed up in the drains thus further polluting the area. The ground water can be
reached only beyond 1000 ft in to secure the contaminated water.

3] UNABATED DUMPING OF CITY DEBRIS/GARBAGE

Despite repeated letters from C.M. down to BBMP, BDA, KSPCB, frequent press reports,
RTI Applications, submission to Lok Adalat, PIL etc, the dumping of debris and garbage
continues to this day. [See KSPCB inspection report]

4] RAMPANT LAND ENCROACHMENTS

.The latest survey map shows 58 encroachments on the lake land, in terms of residences,
commercial buildings, Schools, colleges, places of worship etc swallowing 2 acres 30
Guntas of highly valued Government lake land. These are in addition to the encroachments
by unauthorized Katcha roads which have come up around the lake in recent times. As all
the agencies have conveniently turned a blind eye, there is uninterrupted traffic on this road
thus soon becoming the Pucca road. Can these developments happen without the active

PTO...

Website:_hitps://sites.google.com/site/nimmasarakkilake/
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involvement of the land sharks and the connivance of the Government authorities? [See
survey map] The CM in his recent address to all DCs had directed to remove all
encroachments from urban Government land. Alas! There is no action in this case.

[5] MULTIPLE AGENCIES PLAYING PASSING THE BUCK GAME

In the past, the lake had several parentage/stakeholders in KFD, LDA, BBMP AND now
BDA since Jan 2012 with KSPCB and BWSSB playing supporting roles. However, none
delivered it to its pristine condition. Passing the buck, blame game and double talk are
easily the methods adopted to avoid responsibility and accountability. All RTI
QUERIES, PIL, LOK ADALAT advisories have fallen on deaf ears. They have become
past masters in this fine art of avoidance.

6] BDA-A HESITANT IMPLEMENTOR

During the past 18 months, there have been regular meetings, correspondences with
BDA. But, it has not shown any sense of urgency and commitment. Even though the
fencing work started after drowning of the two boys, it is completed only in parts and has
now stalled due to all-round encroachments. They appear to have been thrust with this
work with no budgetary support from Government and they clearly stated that the
rejuvenation of the lakes is outside their mandate.

Further, the new Government is yet to spell out its policies on Lake Rejuvenation and
earmark budget provisions besides ordering the removal of encroachments on the lake
lands. This has added further confusion among the implementing agencies.

D. THE WAY FORWARD
1. The State Government should clearly state its policies with respect to lake
rejuvenation; provide budgetary support and give firm directions to clear the
encroachments immediately

2 BDA-Should prepare a comprehensive DPR, Complete the fencing work, plan and
execute the restoration work on a time bound basis. BDA should post a lake warden and
security staff round the clock

3 BWSSB- Complete the sewage diversion project on hand, plan and implement a local
Sewage Treatment Plant to avoid drying of the lake in summer

4. BBMP-Stop dumping of city debris, garbage and clear the dumps immediately
5. LDA -Should gear up to take up O&M responsibility post restoration

6. SLAIT-Assume watch dog function of the local community and proactively interact
with all stake holders

Regards
SINCERELY,

R Jagannathan, TIPS, Ex-DGP,
Chairman,
SLAIT
(Issued in public interest by: SLAIT)

Website: https://sites.google.com/site/nimmasarakkilake
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Audit Repori (Civil) for the vear ended 31 March 2009

FOREST, ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

Failure of the Lake Development Authority to arrest flow of sewage into
Jaraganahalli lake resulted in wasteful expenditure of Rs 3.63 crore on
restoration works.

Government of India (GOI) under the National Lake Conservation Plan
accorded (February 2002) administrative approval and expenditure sanction
for restoration of Jaraganahalli lake in Bangalore by the State Forest
Department at a cost of Rs 3.36 crore. The restoration works comprised de-
silting of tank, diversion of sewage, construction of dropwall for wetlands,
chain link fencing, water boat jetty and waste weirs to clean the lake polluted
by direct discharge of sewage and to render it free from pollution. The cost of
the project was to be borne by GOI and State Government in 70:30 ratio with
the share of GOI as Rs 2.37 crore and that of State Government as Rs 99 lakh.

The GOI sanction was, inter alia, subject to the condition that the State
Government would ensure that no untreated sewage was discharged into the
lake during and after execution of restoration works. The State Government
conveyed (March 2003) administrative approval and technical sanction to the
project at a revised cost of Rs 3.91 crore to accommodate increased cost of
desilting, diversion of sewage, chain link fencing, efc. The Lake Development
Authority (LDA) entrusted (August 2003) the above works (except diversion
of sewage flow) to a contractor at his tendered cost of Rs 2.14 crore for
completion by December 2004. The diversion of sewage was entrusted
(August 2003) to Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) at a
cost of Rs 40 lakh. The work entrusted to the contractor was completed in
August 2004 and he was paid (November 2006) Rs 3.23 crore in view of
increase in scope of work due to additional quantities in desilting, waste weir,
etc. The BWSSB completed the diversion works during January 2004.

Audit scrutiny (April 2009) revealed:

(i) Due to inadequate slope provided in the new pipeline constructed to divert
the sewage, the flow was not smooth leading to frequent heading up of
sewage in the lateral lines. The pipeline/manholes were therefore,
damaged by the local residents resulting in discharge of sewage directly
into the lake. When the lake was inspected by the LDA during June 2004,
it was found that sewage was continuously entering the lake from the
southemn side. Despite the continued discharge of sewage into the lake,
the contractor completed other restoration works (August 2004).

72



Chapter 3: Audit of Transactions

(i1) When LDA inspected the lake during February 2009, it was full of weeds
and untreated sewage was flowing
unchecked from all directions. The
lake was found to be in a deplorable
condition. The civil authorities viz.,
Bangalore Mahanagara Palike and
City Municipal Council,
Bommanahalli had taken up
construction of a storm water drain
through the lake bed damaging the
restoration works executed by the
contractor. The private apartments  Lake is covered by weeds— December
and households in the vicinity were 2009
discharging sewage directly into the lake.

Thus, action of the LDA to take up restoration works without adequately
arresting the flow of untreated sewage into the lake rendered the expenditure
of Rs 3.63 crore incurred thereon wasteful as the lake could not be protected
from pollution and the objectives of its restoration were not achieved.

Government in their reply stated (September 2009) that Detailed Project
Report approved by GOI did not contain sufficient measures for preventing
inflow of sewage into the lake. The reply was not justified as the LDA could
have taken up the matter with the Government and ensured total arrest of
untreated sewage as prescribed by GOI before taking up the restoration works.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Failure of the Government to communicate administrative approval for
construction of Underground Drainage, Kolar (Stage-II) within the
validity period of the tender, resulted in re-tendering entailing extra cost
of Rs 1.73 crore.

Karnataka Urban Water Supply & Drainage Board (Board) invited (September
2006) tenders for providing and commissioning of Underground Drainage
Stage-II in Kolar at an estimated cost of Rs 4.88 crore (as per Schedule of
Rates of 2006-07).

In August 2006, the Government while instructing the Board to call for
tenders had specified that the work be awarded only after receipt of
administrative approval. Accordingly, tenders were called for and a single
tender for Rs 5.56 crore was received (November 2006). The validity period
of the tender was 120 days from the date of opening the bid (1 December
2006) with the due date of acceptance of tender as 30 March 2007. However,
the Government accorded administrative approval only on 26 May 2007 much
after the expiry of the validity. The Board issued the letter of allotment for
Rs 5.56 crore to the contractor on 6 June 2007.

The contractor did not agree to take up the work on the ground that his quote
was no longer valid, as six months had elapsed after submission of the tender.
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s a) L-GJUN 2013

The Commissioner,

BBMP,

Kitthuru Rani Chennamma Circle,
Banglaore-560001.

Sir,

Sub: - Dumping of solid waste /garbage at the sarakki lake area-re
Ref: 1. Complaint submitted by R. Ranganathan IPS, Sarakki Lake rea Improvement
Trust, #63, Eshwara Layout, Doddakallasandra Post, Bangore-560 062.
2. Inspection of the location by the undersigned along with 40
on 24-05-2013.

e ok sk e s ofe s s s

With reference to above subject, this office has received the complait regarding illegal
dumping of broken bricks, unwanted harmful substance near Sarakki lake §ad and the BBMP
Contract vehicles parked at the side of the Sarakki lake and segregated th City garbage and
loaded from smaller vehicle to Lorry.

In response to ithe above compiaint, the undersigned have inspected the locdon on 24-05-2013
and observed that, the solid waste, such as garbage and construction debrisvas dumped at the
sarakki lake bund and the segregation and loading of garbage was taking pke near the sarakki
lake. The area is surrounded by the residential assa developmentl, As suckhe segregation of
garbage at this location is unscientific and is not allowable. The Photograpstaken during the
inspection are enclosed for perusal.

Therefore, you are hereby requested to look into the matter and direct the aacerned officer to
take necessary action to clear the solid waste dumping at the lake bund s& and to avoid the
illegal/ unauthorized dumping of solid waste.

The copy of compliant letter is here with forwarded for needful action.

YOWW
m ORMCER

ENVIRON
BANGALORE CITY-S&)TH

Encl: Complaint letter M

Copy to:- )

7 Sri. Ranganathan, IPS, X-DGP, Kamataka, Chairman, Satki Lake Area
Improvement Trust(Regd), #63, Eshwara Layout, Doddakallasandi Post, Bangalore-
560 062 for information and informed kindly approach the BBMP atority.

2. Chief Environmental Officer-2(I/C), Karnataka State Pollutia Control Board,
Parisarabhavan, Bangalore for information.
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(Reg No : BNG(U)-JPN-550-2011-12)
#63, Eshwara Layout, Bangalore — 560 062

Save Sarakki Lake E'—mail:nimmasarakk_iIakeZOlZ@gmail.com | Website https://sites.google.com/site/nimmasarakkilake/

Chairman
R. Jagannathan, IPS,
Ex- DGP, Kamataka

Vice Chairman
N.R. Sudheer,

Ex- GM, L&T-ECCD,
Chennai

Secretary
Manjunath .M .P,
I T Professional

Treasurer
A. Ramachandra Joisa,
Chartered Accountant

Members
K. S. Bhat,
Ex ASCI, Hyderabad

K. V. Prathap Kumar,
Ex- Sr. Project Manager

S. P. Kumar,
Industry-Mgmt. Expert

Y. Hariprasad,
Advocate, High Court

Jayakrishna,
Journalist, Indian Exp Grp

Sudarshan Ganapathi,
IT Professional

From : R. Jagannathan IPS, DGP Karnataka [Retd] ' Date : 17-04-2012
C-1009 Brigade Gardenia, J.P Nagar, Bengaluru 560078

To; Hon'ble Chief Minister, Govt of Karnataka,
Vidhana Soudha, Bengaluru - 560 001

Respected Sir,

Subject ; Saving the fast disappearing Sarakki Lake at J.P.Nagar, Bengaluru South

Kindly allow me to introduce myself as the Chairman of the newly formed Sarakki Lake Area
Improvement Trust, comprising some socially concious professionals living in its neighborhoed. The
primary objective of forming this charitable trust is to assist in restoring this once pristine lake from
further deterioration due to utter neglect and apathy of all concerned agencies., In this context. | wish
to submit the following for your kind consideration and necessary action. :

@ Because of unchecked encroachments, the spread of the lake area is now estimated to have
shrunk to less than 60 Acres from its original 86 Acres. '

@ The reduced water body of the lake has become a reservoir of untreated sewage flowing from its
densely populated neighborhood. The flora and fauna are completely destroyed with only weeds
covering the lake. -

@ The tank bund has become a dumping ground for city's construction debris.Some tents and huts
have recently come up on the bund.The lake is also being encroached to build an unplanned
peripheral road.

@ The limited ground water of this neighborhood is highly contaminated from the lake rendering it
unpotable. Further, the air is polluted posing serious health hazards to the residents in the area.

@ In the period following Justice N.K.Patil report,the administration of the lake has changed four times
from KFD,LDA, to BBMP and now to BDA. .BWSSB and KSPCB have turned a blind eye when the
lake is subjected to constant attack. i

@ On our request, a team of Engineers from BDA visited the site on the 2nd of April and
witnessed the dismal state of affairs for themselves.

We are all thankful to the State Govt and its agencies,BDA/BBMP for having made special
budgetary provisions for the rejuvenation of various lakes including this one. In view of the serious
conditions explained above, we seek your immediate intervention and direction/advice to
concerned agencies on the following:

1] Secure the lake boundaries with proper fencing,removal of encroachments and surveillance.

2] Stop dumping of construction debris and trash from city.

3] Stop inflow of untreated sewage in to the lake.

4] Initiate early steps to plan and rejuvenate the lake and its landscape.

Myself and other Trustees now look forward to an early appointment or opportunity at a time

- convenient to you so that we can personally aprise you of the seriousness of the situation.

Thanking you in anticipation of an early response and assuring you of our fullest cooperation.
With Best Regards, yours Sincerely,

[R. Jagannathan]

CC : Justice N.K. Patil, Hon'ble urban Affairs Ministers of Karnataka
CC : Hon'ble MP, MLA & Corporators of constituency

CC - Cammiceimnmare BMA DDRDMD DIAICCD IFoam/mm [ A
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