Position


: Manager- Research

Organization


: Arghyam

Type of Employment

: Full-time employee

Place of Work


: Bangalore (non-negotiable)

About Arghyam:

Every day more than 1000 children die of preventable, water related diseases in India. At least 30 million people don’t have access to safe drinking water in urban India, and 40 million live in slums without adequate sanitation facilities. 

Arghyam, a leading national charitable foundation has dedicated itself to the cause of the poorest citizens through the cause of water. Setup with a private endowment from writer and philanthropist Rohini Nilekani, Arghyam’s mission is “Safe, sustainable water for all”.

For 7 years now, Arghyam has been driving and supporting programs in rainwater harvesting, groundwater management, drinking water and sanitation programs, water quality management etc. by working closely with diverse multiple stakeholders, primarily in the civil society and government space.

Some of the key principles which guide our efforts include the recognition of lifeline water as a basic need and right, decentralization, community participation and ownership, an integrated approach to managing water from source to sink, an emphasis on subsidiarity (managing locally) and the effective use of technology as enabler.

Being small and independent, Arghyam is highly flexible, with an ability to move quickly, absorb risk and support exciting, innovative ideas. More information about Arghyam at http://arghyam.org

Job Description:

To research and understand government policy and implementation in the domestic water and sanitation sector (eg. Total Sanitation Campaign, National Rural Drinking Water Programme) and analyze for strengths, successes, failures, bottlenecks etc. To understand civil society organisations' field projects and create recommendations for government programmes from them.  Understand the state of the sector and use that to make recommendations and design projects and programmes for Arghyam. Commission studies to cover critical gaps and increase the knowledge base in the sector. Perform these activities by literature search and review, document reading and analysis, visits to projects, discussions with a wide range of actors, some independent data gathering and action research etc.

You would report to the Director, Research at Arghyam and build up a small team of highly competent individuals to accomplish these tasks.

The work will require some travel within India of up to 1 week a month. 

Examples of Tasks:

- Help to come up with a programme of work for Arghyam in a particular sector eg. groundwater, sanitation

- Identify partners and propose and commission grants to them to fill out critical knowledge gaps in the groundwater sector. 

- Understand the behavior change communication challenge in getting people to use toilets and suggest interventions for the same. 

- Research the potential for the reuse of human waste to ease the fertilizer crunch in agriculture

- Make reports and presentations aimed at senior government officials with recommendations for policy

Current focus areas of work include groundwater, sanitation and wastewater management. 

Requirements:

Education: Masters degree in public policy, political science, economics, water resources, environment or related field. 

Experience: Minimum of 7 years experience in the water or environmental sector. Most of this experience should be in a  research/policy research/analysis or advocacy role. Typical past experience would be in governmment, field NGOs, academia, funding agency, research and advocacy groups.

Personal Attributes: You must share the team’s passion to make a difference and give back to society, with this as the prime motivation to consider Arghyam. You would be a self-starter with ability to take initiative. 
Excellent project management skills, ability to multitask, prioritize work, manage time, and achieve deadlines. Flexibility, willingness and ability to work under pressure. Excellent interpersonal, networking and diplomacy skills.

Pluses: Experience in the water sector particular domestic water and sanitation. Ability to speak one or more Indian languages. Experience with data analysis, statistics.

Ability and willingness to travel as required.
Salary: 

Competitive, depending on experience and ability

