Tank Farmers Convention on
Tank based Livelihood

September 14, 2011
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Yadurai Symposium 2011



Background
Thirumangalam Vattars Voyalsgam is 5th Federstion on
Madurai Dwmstrict of DHAN Vayalagam Programme
Thirumangalam Vareara Vavalagam consists of 57 Vavalszam
Associations with 20060 members in 2 Cascadie Assocution, 2
Watcrshed Assocition, and 55 Vivalaes Korunithi Koshu
with 1080 members are funcooning st Thirumangalam,
Institutions has done the tank conservation work valee of
Re59.15 lakhs on vanous projcs such sz NWDPRA,
OXFAM NOWIB, SGRY, HUL, and philanthropy projects
Tanks are the lifcline and livelihood o vulnerable
commamitics where there sre no perennisl sounces, fresh
water sources such as rivers and canal systoms arc maot there,
Chwver the centuries the minar irrigation anks in different parn
of South India used for a multiple livelihood such as water,
food, fish reanng, brcks making, silt for soill nuricnt on life
But centralization of mnk administration leads w many
-pum malfunction namely encroachment, slbtation, weak
structurcs, dumplng of pollumanes inskde the mnks, ox
Keepang the relevance of anks and expenenced gained o
oeganized the social capital around the small scale freshwater
sources such as tanks, pond, Oomnis  since 1992, DHAN
Vavalagam Tank Poundsnon progsosed o comvene a day bong
farmers conventon to restore the necessity of tanks poverty
and pesential threars due to climane change impacts namely
Flewad, dirougha, famine, eec.., The convention on the brde =
Tank Farmers Conmvenpon on Tank based Livelthood :
Launch of Thirumangalsm Vanara Vayalagam™ will be held
om Thamulklcam Crroond, Madurai on September 14ch, 2011,

DHAN Vavalagam Tank Fousdstion extends oosdial
ivitation o all relevam stakcholders such as government
officials, cvil secicty, snd scademician o participates the
canvention and share their thoughts, In osder 1o highght the
necessity of local management snd  nested  instnunanns
perspective like Vayalagam Model.

About convention

DHAN Viaaligam Tank Foundstion would launch the
promogon of Thirumangalam Vartara Vayalagam a Block
level Communiny Crmed People Institution (Sth of its kind in
Madursi Dwancr).  These new institutions power over 200

farming and kndless famalics covenng mone than 50 villages
af Thitumangalam, Kallikudi snd Thinsparankundram
Bl

Obijectives of the conventions

% To share the cxperiences learned from different locanons
by rank farmers in vaned context such as Rural, Urban,
Coastal, and Trdbal

% To deliberate on challenges for people-led tank
conservatisn wirk in the state

& To discuss the rode of mainstream institotions and their

collabaragon in proteetng anks as the living ccosystems
for funire gencrathins.

Participants

@ Membsers of Vayalagamas

@ Srakeholders from Government Institurions,
Academicians, Non Government Organizations, and
Media, cic..,

Indicative Schedule

11.30am - Prayer

11 45m - Conventhn overview

1 2iWhewnon - Febicitanion by Chiel Guocst

1230pm - Launch of Thiremangalsm Vit Yayalsgam

.00pm - Experience sharmg and special sddresses

013 pm - Lunch

023 pm - Sub Group discussions

MM pm - Comvention Declarations

Date : Seprember 14, 2011

Place: Thamukkam Cround, Masherai
For Regestration awd Contot :

IJH!.."- Vayalagam (Tank) Foundar
17, Pillsbyer Koll 8¢, S5 C ko, Madeesd,
Pheorss B (A2 - 2000167, A0A5H Emask: dhaneankiicdhan.ong




