Scope of Work

For individual consultancy to facilitate finalization of the scope of a proposed technical consultation on water, sanitation and MNCHN
Background

Improving the health of women and children in India is paramount at this stage of India’s development.  The major causes of under-five and maternal deaths are preventable and treatable.  One half of deaths to under-fives occur in the first month of life.  Life-saving interventions are known and saving lives does not require extraordinary interventions or technologies.  Though rates of maternal and child mortality have declined over the last 25 years in India, according to the Human Development Report 2005, India has not been able to  convert its substantial economic growth into human development gains. 

The Maternal and Child Health Sustainable Technical Assistance and Research initiative, known as MCH-STAR, is a multi-year project funded by USAID/India. MCH-STAR aims to improve the policies, program approaches and resource allocations through Indian institutions that specialize in Maternal, Neonatal, Child Health and Nutrition (MNCHN) technical leadership and services, policy analysis, and advocacy.  

The overall goal of MCH-STAR is to improve maternal, neonatal and child health and nutrition in India among poor and underserved populations through effective programs that address priority issues and are guided by appropriate policies.  MCH-STAR and its partners will work to support the goals of the National Rural Health Mission, the ICDS, the Reproductive and Child Health II (RCH II) and the emergent National Urban Health Mission for MNCHN research, policy analysis and advocacy, and responsive technical assistance in Empowered Action Group States that have the greatest need, with a special focus on Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand.  The ultimate objective of MCH-STAR is to leave a legacy of sustainable Indian Institutions that provide technical leadership and critical technical inputs to public and private sector programs in India for MNCHN.  MCH-STAR prime partners, Cardno Emerging Markets USA Ltd, Boston University and CEDPA, provide high level capacity building and institution strengthening to Indian Institutions (called STAR-Supported Institutions, or SSIs) to provide leadership and critical inputs on MNCHN matters through technical assistance, policy analyses, advocacy and research. 

Availability of safe drinking water supply and sanitation in rural areas and urban slums is critical to improved maternal and child health.  USAID has highlighted the importance of water and sanitation interventions that include rural and urban water supply, water wells/water points, water harvesting, water transmission, latrines and toilets, point-of-use (POU) and other drinking water treatment, as well as water-related hygiene promotion.  MCH-STAR plans to organize a technical consultation on water and sanitation interventions related to drinking water supply and sanitation for improved maternal, neonatal, child health and nutrition outcomes in India.   MCH-STAR will bring together international and national experts and key stakeholders working in the field of Drinking Water and Sanitation to share evidence and deliberate on what is working.  More specifically, the technical consultation will explore recent research and program evidence on water and sanitation interventions in India associated with improved MNCHN outcomes, and identify emerging research and evaluation, technical assistance, policy analysis and advocacy priorities in the area of water and sanitation relevant to the Indian context.  Following the consultation, MCH-STAR will provide technical and financial support to its STAR-supported Institutions to develop and implement projects based on identified priorities (with leveraging from public and private sector agencies).  Keeping these objectives in mind, MCH-STAR proposes to engage a consultant to develop a background paper to scan the Indian environment of what research and evidence-based interventions have been in recent years and are currently being done in India in the arena of Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation relevant to the health of mothers and children.  The consultant will also generate a list of national and international experts, government ministries and departments, research institutions, private companies, technical assistant agencies, projects, non-governmental organizations and key stakeholders that are contributing significantly to the field of Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation within the country.  This background paper will enable MCH-STAR to plan and design a Technical Consultation that is currently relevant, evidenced-based, and is able to produce a set of recommendations on critical technical directions and guidelines for action that will be useful to USAID/India and other key stakeholders.    

Scope of Work

The consultant will develop a Background Paper: “Situation Analysis of Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation relevant to MNCHN in India” that will include but not be limited to documenting what is currently being done in India.  The specific Scope of Work will include:

· Identification and listing of key stakeholders, experts, champions and organizations in the drinking water supply and sanitation sectors, including the various ministries and departments, donors, the private sector, NGOs, and research institutes/researchers 
· A compendium of what national and international agencies are doing/supporting in this sector

· Collecting and collating plans, policies, and program documents of various ministries pertaining to drinking water supply and sanitation

· Identification of research, technical assistance or policy analysis and advocacy priorities of various ministries pertaining to water and sanitation

· A collation of available evaluations, key findings and lessons learned of existing or recent drinking water supply and sanitation activities in the country

· Identification of any evidence gaps as articulated in conference reports, evaluation reports, and review documents

· Making recommendations for the constitution of an expert group to plan the technical consultation and be advisors for future actions 

· Supporting MCH-STAR to convene a meeting of the Technical Consultation advisory committee comprised of representatives of USAID, SSIs, government, and other key stakeholders and share a summary of the situation analysis to serve as the background information for designing the technical consultation.

Deliverables

· Report of situation analysis, as outlined above

· Presentation to advisory committee 

· Draft program outline for the Technical Consultation with proposed presenters, keynote speakers, and participants
Level of Effort – 15 working days

Job Qualifications and experiences
· Minimum post-graduate training in Public Health or Social Sciences with a minimum of five years of work experience on drinking water supply and sanitation relevant to maternal and child health and or nutrition issues.

· Demonstrated experience in conducting secondary research and literature reviews, and proven ability to summarize findings from research and evaluation reports.

· Knowledge of networks, experts and sources in drinking water supply and sanitation to tap information.

· Ability to synthesize information clearly, and produce good quality reports keeping to tight deadlines.
· Strong interpersonal skills and ability to work with minimum supervision 
· Excellent spoken and written English
· Proven excellent report and publication writing skills 
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